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Foreign news research:

Research on foreign news 1950s, 1979, 1995, results:

Trade links, cultural relations, neighbouring countries

elite countries: USA, Britain, France, Russia 

News follow trade, but cultural relations also have 
impact

In large countries also regional differences
In USA: Mexican population have impact on amount of 
news from Mexico

Great part of foreign news are in fact national 
(or even local) news







24 regions
30 newspapers in year 2009
45 countries



Analysed newspapers
30 newspapers, both 
old and new

Those with significant 
amount of foreing news

From interesting 
regions



Challenges to analyses:

Similar words, which are not countries: , 

Newspaper sources as pdf or text
(pdf = one result per page; 
text = one result per article)

Some countries known by several names:

/ / , 
/ 

Many references to foreign countries are on sport
= only short mention in results column



Results:

Some countries appear similarly in different parts of 
Russia

Neighbouring countries highlighted in border regions

European countries appear less frequently in Siberia 
and Far East

Cultural links have minor role, but can be found

“World news” not reported much in Russia? 
(Afganistan, Irak, Iran)



Most often mentioned countries (% of all)

SPb Vyborg Karel. Murm Kalinin
grad

Voro-
nezh

Bel-
gorod

Volgo-
grad

Nizhnyi
Novgorod

USA 13 9 10 8 11 10 14 11 16

Germany 7 7 8 7 10 9 6 11 10

Ukraine 5 5 5 5 5 10 8 9 6

Belarus 3 3 2 3 4 3 2 5 3

France 6 4 5 5 5 6 4 6 6

Italy 5 3 4 3 4 6 3 5 3

Britain 4 4 2 2 3 4 6 3 3

China 4 4 3 4 2 6 6 6 5

Japan 3 2 2 2 3 3 3 2 4

Finland 4 23 21 11 2 2 1 2 3

Sweden 2 3 4 5 3 2 1 1 3

Norway 2 1 4 18 1 1 1 1 1

Lithuania 1 1 2 1 9 1 1 1 1

Poland 3 2 2 2 9 2 4 1 2

Afganist. 1 2 1 2 1 3 4 2 2



Tatarstan Bashkir Udmurtia Ekaterin-
burg

Rostov Sev. 
Ossetia

Dagestan

USA 12 15 9 11 18 13 10

Germany 9 9 10 8 8 6 8

Ukraine 6 6 4 4 8 10 5

Belarus 4 3 4 3 3 4 3

France 5 5 5 7 5 5 4

Italy 4 7 6 6 4 3 4

Britain 2 3 1 3 5 3 2

China 5 5 5 6 5 4 4

Japan 3 3 3 4 3 2 3

Finland 2 3 5 2 1 1 1

Turkey 5 4 1 2 4 3 5

Kazakstan 4 4 3 3 2 3 4

Azerbaidz 2 1 2 2 1 2 9

Georgia 1 1 2 1 2 10 4

Iran 1 1 0 1 1 2 5

Most often mentioned countries (% of all)



Krasno-
yarsk

Altai Novo-
sibirsk

Ulan-
Ude

Yakutsk Khaba-
rovsk

Vladi-
vostok

Sahalin

USA 8 10 13 7 19 14 10 12

Germany 8 11 10 7 4 7 5 4

Ukraine 6 7 6 3 10 4 3 7

Belarus 2 3 2 1 3 2 1 2

France 6 1 10 4 3 4 4 4

Italy 8 3 1 2 3 4 2 2

Britain 2 2 7 1 4 2 2 3

China 9 7 5 12 4 15 18 6

Japan 4 4 4 6 2 11 17 14

Finland 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2

Mongolia 1 3 1 24 1 1 1 1

Korea 2 2 1 3 2 6 13 7

Kazakstan 2 9 4 2 2 1 1 1

Afganistan 1 4 1 3 4 2 1 2

Most often mentioned countries (% of all)



Conclusion

Different parts of Russia have different foreign news

Geographical (commercial) and cultural links have 
important role

Share of locally important foreign news is 20-40%

Great part of foreign news from same countries

Differences can be caused by newspaper 
orientations: share of sport news, news from abroad


